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cA
DEPRESSION MERICANS WHO OPPOSED RELIEF DURIN
G THE GREAT

One-quarter of Ameri-
cans were unemployed dur-
ing the Depression. Man
people wrote to the Pres‘y
dent asking for help. Hov;:
Fver, not everyone was af-

Sected l?y the Depression.
ome rich Americans did
not think the government

Contractor and Builder Re

president Herbert Hoover
Washington, D.C.
My dear Mr. Hoover,

trying undertakings..--
_...In these

conditions of things in America
there 18 not five per cent of the poverty, distress,
that many of your enemies would have us pelieve.

unrest, but this unrest is largely caused,—bY the excessive prosperity and gen-
eral debauchery through which the country has traveled since the period of war.
oyed is 1ooking for &
being provided with

The resulb peing that in three cases oub of four, the unempl
very light job at & yvery heavy pay, and with the privilege of
an automobile if he 18 required to walk more than four OT five blocks & day.
National Relief Director Walter S. Gifford and his committee are entirely un-
necessary at this time, as it has a tendency to cause commumties to neglect any
temporary relief to any of their people, with the thought of passing the burden
1 am also of opinion that the suggested five bil-
1ion dollar 10an, thab the Hearst papers have been agitating, is an impractical,
foolish, and unnecessary purden and obligation that they would place upon the

on to the National Committee.

shou'ld try to solve eco-
nomic problems. You are
about to read some of the
lette.rs they wrote to th

President urging him noet
to get involved. The first
source was written to Her-
bert Hoover in 1931. The

W.H.H.

Annapolis, Maryland
September 10,

days of unrest and general dissatisfaotion it is absolutely impos-
sible for & man in your position to get a clear and '1mpartial view of the general
today. Bub, of this fact 1 am very positive, that
and genex'al unemployment
Tt is true,

shoulders of future prospeﬂty to pay off....

Yours gincerely,
W.H.H. [malel

Source: McElvaine, pp.38-39
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a] Estate Insurance Mortgages

It is My purpose to write you & ghort letter and to cheer you glong with your

other letters were written
to Senator Robert Wagner
of New York and to Eleanor
Roosevelt, the wife of Presi
dent Franklin D. Roosevellt_
The final source is an orai

history wi -
ton. y with William Ben-

1931

that there is much
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Hornell, New York
March 7, 1934

My Dear Senatop [Wa,gnerj:

I believe that €very citizen is ent;j

ment, and 1 am so confused thgt I wish you woulgq Write
Whether it is the DPolicy of this A

ism, fasoism, or commum‘sm, Or by an:
kindest bersong] regards,

With

Yours truly,
W.L.C. [male]

Source; McElvaine, Pp.150-152
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Not all Ameri

. icans who .

Th . opposed

is woman lived on a Mi(Fj)weSterrihfesrvn\gere wealthy.

Dec. 14—1937.
Columbus, Ind.
Mrs. ED. Roosevelb,
Washington, D.C.

Mrs. Roosevelt: 1 suppose from your point of view the work pelief, old age
pensions, slum clearance and all the rest seems like a perfect remedy for all
the ills of this country, but 1 would like for you to se€ the results, a8 the other
half see them.

We have always had a ghiftless, never—do-well class of people whose one and
only aim in life is to live withoub work. 1have been rubbing elbows with this
class for nearly sixty years and have tried to help some of the most promis‘mg
and have geen others try to help them, but it can’t be done. We cannob help
those wWho will not try to help themselves and if they do try a square deal is all
they need, and by the way that is all this country needs or ever has needed: &
square deal for all and then, 1et, each one paddle their own canoe, or sink...

...You people who have plenty of this worlds goods and whose money comes
easy [the Roosevelts were wealthyl, have NO idea of the heart—breaking goil
and self—denial which is the 1ot of the working people who are trying to make
an honest living, and then to have to ghoulder all these unjust purdens geems
like the 1ast straw....

LIs it any wonder the taxpayers are discouraged by all this penaliz'mg of
thrift and industry to reward ghiftlessness, or that the whole country is on
the brink of chaos?

M.AH. [femalel
Columbus, Ind.

Source: McElvaine, pp-1 45-147
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This excerpt is an oral history. At the beginning of the Depression,
William Benton worked at a large advertising agency. He later became

a Senator from Connecticut. He was also the publisher of Encyclopedia
Britannica.
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€ Depression just

Ppassed

man to talk o about the

rophe.” pléto who

Source; Terkel, Pp.60-65
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