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)T�IS�MY�PURPOSE�TO�WRITE�YOU�A�SHORT�LETTER�AND�TO�CHEER�YOU�ALONG�WITH�YOUR�

TRYING�UNDERTAKINGSx�

x�)N�THESE�DAYS�OF�UNREST�AND�GENERAL�DISSATISFACTION�IT�IS�ABSOLUTELY�IMPOS


SIBLE�FOR�A�MAN�IN�YOUR�POSITION�TO�GET�A�CLEAR�AND�IMPARTIAL�VIEW�OF�THE�GENERAL�

CONDITIONS�OF�THINGS�IN�!MERICA�TODAY���"UT��OF�THIS�FACT�)�AM�VERY�POSITIVE��THAT�

THERE�IS�NOT�FIVE�PER�CENT�OF�THE�POVERTY��DISTRESS��AND�GENERAL�UNEMPLOYMENT�

THAT�MANY�OF�YOUR�ENEMIES�WOULD�HAVE�US�BELIEVE���)T�IS�TRUE��THAT�THERE�IS�MUCH�

UNREST��BUT�THIS�UNREST�IS�LARGELY�CAUSED�nnBY�THE�EXCESSIVE�PROSPERITY�AND�GEN


ERAL�DEBAUCHERY�THROUGH�WHICH�THE�COUNTRY�HAS�TRAVELED�SINCE�THE�PERIOD�OF�WAR���

4HE�RESULT�BEING�THAT�IN�THREE�CASES�OUT�OF�FOUR��THE�UNEMPLOYED�IS�LOOKING�FOR�A�

VERY�LIGHT�JOB�AT�A�VERY�HEAVY�PAY��AND�WITH�THE�PRIVILEGE�OF�BEING�PROVIDED�WITH�

AN�AUTOMOBILE�IF�HE�IS�REQUIRED�TO�WALK�MORE�THAN�FOUR�OR�FIVE�BLOCKS�A�DAY�

.ATIONAL�2ELIEF�$IRECTOR�7ALTER�3��'IFFORD�AND�HIS�COMMITTEE�ARE�ENTIRELY�UN


NECESSARY�AT�THIS�TIME��AS�IT�HAS�A�TENDENCY�TO�CAUSE�COMMUNITIES�TO�NEGLECT�ANY�

TEMPORARY�RELIEF�TO�ANY�OF�THEIR�PEOPLE��WITH�THE�THOUGHT�OF�PASSING�THE�BURDEN�

ON�TO�THE�.ATIONAL�#OMMITTEE���)�AM�ALSO�OF�OPINION�THAT�THE�SUGGESTED�FIVE�BIL


LION�DOLLAR�LOAN��THAT�THE�(EARST�PAPERS�HAVE�BEEN�AGITATING��IS�AN�IMPRACTICAL��

FOOLISH��AND�UNNECESSARY�BURDEN�AND�OBLIGATION�THAT�THEY�WOULD�PLACE�UPON�THE�

SHOULDERS�OF�FUTURE�PROSPERITY�TO�PAY�OFFx�
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)T�SEEMS�VERY�APPARENT�TO�ME�THAT�THE�!DMINISTRATION�IN�7ASHINGTON�

IS�ACCELERATING�ITS�PACE�TOWARDS�SOCIALISM�AND�COMMUNISM���.EARLY�EV


ERY�PUBLIC�STATEMENT�FROM�7ASHINGTON�IS�AGAINST�STIMULATION�OF�BUSINESS�

WHICH�WOULD�%VERYONE�IS�SYMPATHETIC�TO�THE�CAUSE�OF�CREATING�MORE�JOBS�

AND�BETTER�WAGES�FOR�LABOR��BUT��A�PROGRAM�CONTINUALLY�PROMOTING�LABOR�

TROUBLES��HIGHER�WAGES��SHORTER�HOURS��AND�LESS�PROFITS�FOR�BUSINESS��WOULD�

SEEM�TO�ME�TO�BE�LEADING�US�FAST�TO�A�CONDITION�WHERE�THE�'OVERNMENT�

MUST�MORE�AND�MORE�EXPAND�ITS�RELIEF�ACTIVITIES��AND�WILL�LEAD�IN�THE�END�

TO�DISASTER�TO�ALL�CLASSES��)�BELIEVE�THAT�EVERY�CITIZEN�IS�ENTITLED�TO�KNOW�THE�POLICY�OF�THE�'OVERN


MENT��AND�)�AM�SO�CONFUSED�THAT�)�WISH�YOU�WOULD�WRITE�ME�AND�ADVISE�ME�

WHETHER�IT�IS�THE�POLICY�OF�THIS�!DMINISTRATION��OF�WHICH�YOU�ARE�A�VERY�

IMPORTANT�PART��TO�FURTHER�DISCOURAGE�BUSINESS�ENTERPRISE��AND�EVENTUALLY�

SET�UP�A�PROGRAM�WHICH�ELIMINATES�PRIVATE�INDUSTRY�AND�EFFORT��AND�RE


PLACES�IT�WITH�'OVERNMENT�CONTROL�OF�INDUSTRY�AND�LABOR�nnCALL�IT�WHAT�YOU�

WILL��SOCIALISM��FASCISM��OR�COMMUNISM��OR�BY�ANY�OTHER�NAMEx
�����7ITH�KINDEST�PERSONAL�REGARDS�
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-RS��2OOSEVELT��)�SUPPOSE�FROM�YOUR�POINT�OF�VIEW�THE�WORK�RELIEF��OLD�AGE�

PENSIONS��SLUM�CLEARANCE�AND�ALL�THE�REST�SEEMS�LIKE�A�PERFECT�REMEDY�FOR�ALL�

THE�ILLS�OF�THIS�COUNTRY��BUT�)�WOULD�LIKE�FOR�YOU�TO�SEE�THE�RESULTS��AS�THE�OTHER�

HALF�SEE�THEM�

7E�HAVE�ALWAYS�HAD�A�SHIFTLESS��NEVER
DO
WELL�CLASS�OF�PEOPLE�WHOSE�ONE�AND�

ONLY�AIM�IN�LIFE�IS�TO�LIVE�WITHOUT�WORK���)�HAVE�BEEN�RUBBING�ELBOWS�WITH�THIS�

CLASS�FOR�NEARLY�SIXTY�YEARS�AND�HAVE�TRIED�TO�HELP�SOME�OF�THE�MOST�PROMISING�

AND�HAVE�SEEN�OTHERS�TRY�TO�HELP�THEM��BUT�IT�CAN�T�BE�DONE���7E�CANNOT�HELP�

THOSE�WHO�WILL�NOT�TRY�TO�HELP�THEMSELVES�AND�IF�THEY�DO�TRY�A�SQUARE�DEAL�IS�ALL�

THEY�NEED��AND�BY�THE�WAY�THAT�IS�ALL�THIS�COUNTRY�NEEDS�OR�EVER�HAS�NEEDED��A�

SQUARE�DEAL�FOR�ALL�AND�THEN��LET�EACH�ONE�PADDLE�THEIR�OWN�CANOE��OR�SINKx��

x9OU�PEOPLE�WHO�HAVE�PLENTY�OF�THIS�WORLDS�GOODS�AND�WHOSE�MONEY�COMES�

EASY�;THE�2OOSEVELTS�WERE�WEALTHY=��HAVE�NO�IDEA�OF�THE�HEART
BREAKING�TOIL�

AND�SELF
DENIAL�WHICH�IS�THE�LOT�OF�THE�WORKING�PEOPLE�WHO�ARE�TRYING�TO�MAKE�

AN�HONEST�LIVING��AND�THEN�TO�HAVE�TO�SHOULDER�ALL�THESE�UNJUST�BURDENS�SEEMS�

LIKE�THE�LAST�STRAWx�

x)S�IT�ANY�WONDER�THE�TAXPAYERS�ARE�DISCOURAGED�BY�ALL�THIS�PENALIZING�OF�

THRIFT�AND�INDUSTRY�TO�REWARD�SHIFTLESSNESS��OR�THAT�THE�WHOLE�COUNTRY�IS�ON�

THE�BRINK�OF�CHAOS�
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