DOCUMENT 3: THE DEPRESSION IN RURAL AREAS

The collapse of the econ-
omy in 1929 happened at
the same time as a drought
that affected Americans
who lived on farms.

result of the Depression,
these Americans were also  ters were written to Presi-
in need of help. In addi- dent Franklin D. Roosevelt
tion, before the New Deal, or his wife, Eleanor.

few rural areas had electric

power. The following let-

As a

Floyd Burroughs and
Tengle children, Hale
County, Alabama.
Credit: Walker Evans
(summer 1936)

Source: Library of Congress,
Prints & Photographs
Division,

FSA-OWI Collection, [LC-
USF3301-031306-M5 DLC]

To the president of the U.S.A.
Washing D.C.

a family in
writing you o let you Know Wﬁidasvi 1eft withoub
Dear President I a‘_m the Proper attention. I amn at .
Need. and are Dot gegtm%v o was hurt in school he 18 (;I;p&e relief but the
any thang. ffthjv‘_l’fhf’o u;ysupport of any kind ~We &
We are 1€

; little
: 1. Just give us &
;deration at al s to et
't sive us any const '+ have anything
food line they Wortl;:; 511137 food. Some weeks we don T;S o anort 1 would ap-
money not enovsh od every thang to Wear Money shree boys and on &1
food. My ShCHCE 1neI can get 1 have four children
i 11 the help
preciaté &

and havnt a home

[Anonymous]
Pparsons Kansas

Source: McElvaine, pp.76-77
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November 24,1935

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

if you have any thing you can give me please gent it to me.

gincerely
Mrs. J.N.T.
Athens, G&

40 [
Lessons in United States History

1 will take the most pleasure in writing o you. I am writing to see if
you have any cloths that you could give me. 1 live in the country and I
haven't gob enough mMoney to buy for my family and I need & coat if you
have an old coat or gwetar you can give me. 1 will be glad to get them.

We have had a lot of bad uck. We are on one of the rehabilitation farms

and we have made some food this year: We have just been on it one year
and are still going to stay on it Ithink it is grand and 1 appreciate
every thing the president has done for us. If you have a picture of
yourself and Mr. Roosevelb please gend me 0onNe for 1 sure do want one. 1
am wishing the president the best of health and good Tuck and also you.



