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�)�AM�WRITING�TO�YOU�TO�ASK�YOU�TO�HELP�ME�AND�MY�OLD�&ATHER�TO�LIVE���)�

AM�IN�A�FARM�WHICH�HE�OWNS�AND�HAS�PLANTED�OR�FARMED�ALL�HE�WAS�ABLE�TO�

DO�WE�HAVNT�ANY�STOCK�NOTHING�TO�FEED�THEM�UNTIL�HIS�CORN�IS�THROUGH�GROW


ING�WE�HAVE�A�FUW�CHICKENS����THIS�IS�WHAT�)�WOULD�LIKE�TO�ASK�OF�YOU�AND�THE�

0RESIDENT�IF�)�COULD�HAVE�A�SMALL�PINSION�EACH�MONTH�SO�WE�COULD�NOT�STARVE�

MY�FATHER�IS�SEVENTY�SIX�TO�OLD�TO�WORK�AT�THE�!NTRIIM�#O�FURNACE���)�CANT�

GO�AWAY�AND�LEAVE�HIM�ALONE�FOR�WORK�AND�TO�STAY�HERE�IN�SUCH�POVERTY�)�

AM�SO�DISTURBED�TRYING�TO�KNOW�WHAT�TO�DO�)�COULD�WRITE�MORE�OF�THIS�BUT�

)�THINK�BOTH�YOU�AND�THE�BIG�BOSS�MEANING�OUR�0RESIDENT�WILL�UNDERSTAND��

4HANK�YOU���
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&EBRUARY�����)�THOUGHT�)�WOULD�WRITE�A�LETTER�HOPING�YOU�WOULD�FIND�TIME�TO�READ�IT��

AND�IF�YOU�THOUGHT�IT�WAS�WORTH�ANSWERING�IT��)�WOULD�BE�GLAD�OF�ANY�AD


VISE�YOU�WOULD�CARE�TO�GIVE�ME���!�FEW�WEEKS�AGO��)�HEARD�YOUR�TALK�OVER�

THE�AIR��ON�THE�SUBJECT�OF�THE�/LD�AGE�PENSION��AND�)�GOT�TO�THINKING�WHAT�A�

BLESSING�IT�WOULD�BE�TO�MY�MOTHER��IF�IT�WAS�POSSIBLE�FOR�HER�TO�RECEIVE�THAT�

PENSION��IF�THE�BILL�SHOULD�PASS���-Y�MOTHER�HAS�BEEN�IN�THIS�COUNTRY�SINCE�

!PRIL������BUT�SHE�HAS�NEVER�MADE�HERSELF�A�!MERICAN�#ITIZEN��AS�SHE�WAS�

SIXTY�YEARS�OLD�WHEN�SHE�CAME�HERE��AND�NOW�SHE�IS�EIGHTYx
x)�THOUGHT�AS�LONG�AS�)�LIVED�THERE�WAS�NO�NEED�TO�WORRY�ABOUT�HER�BE


ING�TAKEN�CARE�OF��BUT�)�NEVER�DREAMED�OF�A�DEPRESSION�LIKE�WE�HAVE�HAD�

WELL�IT�HAS�CHANGED�THE�WHOLE�COURSE�OF�OUR�LIVES�WE�HAVE�SUFFERED��AND�NO�

ONE�KNOWS�BUT�OUR�OWN�FAMILYxAND�WE�HAVE�HAD�THE�AWFULLEST�TIME�TRYING�

TO�GET�THE�BARE�NECESSARY�THINGS�IN�LIFE�)�AM�IN�NO�POSITION�TO�DO�THE�RIGHT�THING�FOR�MOTHER��)�CANT�GIVE�HER�ANY


THING�BUT�HER�LIVING�BUT�)�THOUGHT�IF�IT�WAS�POSSIBLE�FOR�HER�TO�GET�THAT�PEN


SION�IT�WOULD�BE�LIKE�A�GIFT�FROM�HEAVEN��AS�IN�ALL�THE�YEARS�SHE�HAS�BEEN�

IN�THIS�COUNTRY�SHE�HAS�NEVER�HAD�A�DOLLAR�OF�HER�OWNx
-RS��2OOSEVELT�YOU�MIGHT�THINK�)�HAVE�LOTS�OF�NERVE�WRITING�TO�YOU�WHEN�

YOU�HAVE�SO�MUCH�TO�ATTEND�TO�BUT�)�COULD�NOT�HELP�ADMIRING�YOU�FOR�THE�

SPLENDID�WAY�YOU�TALKED�ABOUT�THE�OLD�PEOPLE�OF�THIS�NATION���)�FEEL�SORRY�

FOR�ALL�OF�THEM��THEY�SEEM�TO�BE�FORGOTTEN��AND�MOST�YOUNG�PEOPLE�THINK�

THEY�HAVE�HAD�THERE�DAY�AND�SHOULD�BE�GLAD�TO�DIE�� �BUT�THIS� IS�NOT�MY�

IDEA��)�THINK�THAT�THEIR�LAST�FEW�YEARS�SHOULD�BE�MADE�AS�PLESANT�FOR�THEM�

AS�POSSIBLEx�7ELL�WHITHER�MY�MOTHER�EVER�GETS�ANYTHING�OR�NOT�� )�HOPE�

ALL�THE�OTHER�OLD�PEOPLE�THAT�IS�INTILTED�TO�IT�GETS�IT�SOON��BECAUSE�THERE�IS�

NOTHING�SADDER�THAN�OLD�PEOPLE�WHO�HAVE�STRUGGLED�HARD�ALL�THERE�LIVES�TO�

GIVE�THERE�FAMILY�A�START�IN�LIFE��THEN�TO�BE�FORGOTTEN��WHEN�THEY�THEM�SELF�

NEED�IT�MOSTx

9OURS�2ESPECTFULLY�-RS��*�3�
!KRON��/HIO

Source: McElvaine, pp.99-100
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$EAR�-R��0RESIDENT��

!LONG�WITH�MY�BRETHREN�OF�THE�CLERGY�)�WISH�TO�REPLY�TO�YOUR�COURTEOUS�

LETTER�ASKING�OUR�CONTRIBUTION�OF�THOUGHT�FOR�THE�WELFARE�OF�THE�NATION��

#ONDITIONS�ARE�MUCH�BETTER�AMONG�THE�PEOPLE�WHOM�)�SERVE�AND�WHOM�

)�OBSERVE�;IN=�THIS�SECTION��0RACTICALLY�ALL�OF�THE�JOBLESS�IN�OUR�LARGE�CONGRE


GATION�ARE�AGAIN�EMPLOYED��4HE�UNEMPLOYMENT�SITUATION�IS�MUCH�BETTER�

THROUGHOUT�OUR�COMMUNITY��4HERE�IS�A�NEW�SPIRIT�OF�OPTIMISM�AND�)�FEEL�

WITH�OTHERS�THAT�PERHAPS�THE�DEPRESSION�CONDITIONS�ARE�PASSING��

3OME� KIND� OF� AN� OLD� AGE� PENSION� IS� BECOMING� ABSOLUTELY� NECESSARY��

-EDICAL�SCIENCE�IS�ENABLING�PEOPLE�TO�LIVE�TWENTY�YEARS�LONGER�THAN�THEY�

DID�A�CENTURY�AGO��4HE�MACHINE�AGE�IS�CREATING�TECHNOLOGICAL�UNEMPLOY


MENT�WHICH�MAKES� IT� IMPOSSIBLE� SEEMINGLY� FOR�ALL�PEOPLE� TO�WORK��4HE�

OLD�PEOPLE�ARE�THE�ONES�WHO�ARE�SQUEEZED�OUT�FIRST�BECAUSE�THEY�ARE�THE�

LEAST�DESIRABLE�OF�THE�WORKERS��)�FIND�THAT�IT�IS�HARD�FOR�MY�PEOPLE�WHO�

ARE�PAST�FIFTY�YEARS�OF�AGE�TO�FIND�REEMPLOYMENT�IF�THEY�ARE�JARRED�LOOSE�

FROM�THE�ECONOMIC�ORDER��3OMETHING�MUST�BE�DONE�TO�MEET�THIS�ACTUALITY��

4HE�4OWNSEND�0LAN�IS�FANTASTIC�AND�IMPOSSIBLE��)�BID�YOU�'OD
SPEED�IN�THE�

WORKING�OUT�OF�A�WORKABLE�PLAN�

%CONOMIC�SECURITY�MUST�BE�ACHIEVED��/UR�PRESENT�SYSTEM�OF�ALTERNATE�

CYCLES�OF�PROSPERITY�AND�DEPRESSION�IS�DEMORALIZING�TO�THE�WHOLE�SOCIAL�

ORDER�AND�TRAGIC�FOR�THE�VAST�AREA�OF�OUR�POPULATION�WHO�DO�NOT�HAVE�LARGE�

ENOUGH�INCOME�TO�DEVELOP�A�SAVINGS�ACCOUNTx�

x�7ISHING�YOU�HEALTH�� JOY�AND�GOOD�SUCCESS�IN�THE�HIGH�OFFICE�WHICH�

HAS�BEEN�GIVE�YOU��)�AM�

#ORDIALLY�AND�RESPECTFULLY�

*ESSE�(��"AIRD��0ASTOR

&IRST�0RESBYTERIAN�#HURCH

/AKLAND��#!
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