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Mancelona, Mich
Aug 6 1934

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

1 am writing to you to ask you to help me and my old Father to live 1
am in a farm which he owns and has pla,nted or farmed all he was able to
do we havnt any stock nothing to feed them until his corn ig through grow-
ing we have a fuw chickens this is whab 1 would like to ask of you and the
Ppresident if T could have a small pinsion each month 80 we could not starve
my father is seventy gix to old to work at the Antriim Co furnace 1 cant
go away and leave him alone for work and to stay here in such poverty 1
am SO disturbed trying to know whab to do 1 could write more of this but
1 think both you and the big boss meaning our president will understa,nd:
Thank you

Mrs. B.R.
Mancelona, Michigan

Source: McElvaine, pp:1 00-101
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Akron, Ohio
My Deap Mrs Roosevelt: February 1936

Yours Respectfully,
Mrs. J.3.
Akron, Ohio

Source: McEIvaine, bpp.99-100
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Dear M. president:
Along with my prethren of the clergy 1 wish to reply to your courteous
letter asking our contribution of thought for the welfare of the nation.

Cconditions are much better among the people whom 1 serve and whom
1 observe [in] this gection. practically all of the jobless in our large congre-
gation are again employed. The unemployment gituation is much better
throughout our community. There is & new spirit of optimism and 1 feel
with others that perhaps the depression conditions are passing.

Some kind of an old age pension is becoming apsolutely necessary.
Medical gcience 18 enabling people to live twenty years jonger than they
did a century ago. The machine age is creating technolog‘ical unemploy-
ment which makes iv jmpossible gseemingly for all people to work. The
old people are the ones who are squeezed out first pecause they are the
least desirable of the workers. I find that it is hard for my people who
are past fifty years of age to find reemployment if they are jarred loose
from the economic order. gomething must be done to meet this actuality.
The Townsend Plan is fantastic and impossible- 1 bid you God-speed in the
working out of & workable plan.

Economic security must be achieved. Our present gystem of alternate
cycles of prosperity and depression is demoraliz'mg to the whole gocial
order and tragic for the vast area of our population who do not have large
enough jncome to develop & gavings accounb....

. Wishing you health, JOY and good guccess in the high office which
has been give you, I am

Ccordially and I’espectfully,
Jesse H. Baird, Pastor
First Presbyterian Church
Oakland, CA

October 19, 1935

Source: New Deal Network-—http:/ /newdeal.feri.org/index.htm
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