DOCUMENT 5: AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE DEPRESSION
African Americans were
deeply affected by the
Depression, and they ben-
efited from much of the
New Deal. However, many
African Americans were
not able to get government
jobs or relief because of dis-
crimination, though many
whites believed that African

Americans received most of
the relief.
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Negro Man Entering Movie Theatre by “Colored” Entrance.
Belzoni, Mississippi (October 1939).
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Camp Hill, Alabama April 22,1935

lain the

. the unite State 1 want to EXD velo I

Mr Roosevelt the PI‘GSIf::;I?i the unemployed peoplet.,o ]xElf:el(?;o:E egro
condition of the poor far & has ProBale enough Money nd clothes We
know that the governmen they are suffering FOr Food & one a Decent
ond Poor White and t0 Daas;e Money enough to Ve evem; plenty to 1ive
know that you has fxfee Ix)'ehef offices and other WhO1 has
1‘1v'1ngg i?rzgtih?: 3rrnoney and slaving the Poor Peop’e
on is £°

[Anonymous]
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October av, 1935
Marietta. Ga

The president Roosevelt:

You honor Sif and your royalty. Majesty. This is the one of the most
honable Colored workers of America who has been faithful and true 1law
abiding citizens of this Cob County & city of Marietta, Ga Your honor
gir 1T am dOWD now is very feeble and isn’t able tO work for My living 1ve
peen keep Uup by the pelief but now have fail They haven't help me any
in & month 1 am very poor and needing Condition 1 am nov able to sup-
port My gelf so dear gir you honor 1 begging you please gir for food and
raimnot dear gir. 1 am very much 1In need NOW They are helping white
but are not me poor Colored man my whife has peen £0ing there times
after times but refused give her anything to eat. SO Iam hoping through
your highness and good natured and kindness that 1 succeed. 8o dear
gir 1 am Thanking you in Advance and your benevolence will never e for
gotten here after For I know have the power to Correct guch maftters if
you will.

Those of the Community Chest and the state of Releif and the food Ad-
ministration and distributors.

Your honorable
President Roosevelb.
Colored

Cob Co. Marietta. Ga.

Source: McElvaine, pp.90—91
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[Canton, Georgia

Source: McElvaine, p. 94
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