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FLEEING
“THE TYRANT’S HEEL”

“Exiles” from Ireland

ALIBAN COULD ALSO have been Irish. As we noted in

chapter two, like Caliban, the Irish were dispossessed of

their island by the English Prosperos. The Irish, too, were
depicted and degraded as the “Other”—as “savages,” outside of
“civilization,” and “wild.”

Fleeing English oppression in the nineteenth century, millions
of Irish crossed the Atlantic to America. Thus, the age of Jackson
witnessed not only Indian removal and the expansion of slavery, but
also the great influx of immigrants from Ireland. Suddenly, blacks
‘in the North were competing with Irish workers. “Every hour sees

us elbowed out of some employment to make room perhaps for some

newly arrived immigrants, whose hunger and color are thought to
give them a title to special favor,” Frederick Douglass complained.
‘White men are becoming house servants, cooks, stewards, common
laborers and flunkeys to our gentry” Then he warned that Irish
Immigrants would soon find that in taking “our vocation,” they had
lso assumed “our degradation.” But Douglass found himself empa-
-'!f_l’{izing with the Irish. During a visit to Ireland in the 1840s, he
fitnessed the terrible suffering inflicted by the Potato Famine and

88 “much affected” on hearing the “wailing notes” of Irish ballads
3t reminded him of the “wild notes” of slave songs.!

e
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Behind the Emigration: «John Bull Must Have the Beef”

The Irish described {heir migration to America in Gaelic terms:
deorai or “oxiles,” dithreabhach or “homeless,” and dibeartach
or “banished people.” “Dob eigean dom imeacht go Meirice,” they
explained, “1 had to go to America,” or “(Going to America was a
necegsity for me.” A contemporary noted: “There’s such a cling-
ing to the country that they would rather live on anything rather
than go.” But they were forced to leave their island. Their songs

told mournful tales of exile in a foreign land:
know that have often

amm...
drove....

Such troubles we
Caused stout Irish hearts to ro
And...sons from their homes were

The hills and the valleys so dear to my heart;
It grieves me to think that from them I must

part.

Compelled to emigrate far, far oer the sea.”

Feeling like the “children of Israel” the Irish were driven
from their beloved homeland by “English tyranny,” the British

» «enslaving” Ireland. The conguerors were seen as “savage
ders.” The movement to America was

immigrant, because the poverty of
Ireland had been created by English colonial policies. “Foul Brit-
d, were the “whole cause” of their emigra-

ish laws,” they declare
tion. Time and again, the Irish complained that they were being

pushed out of their country by their oppressors:

“yoke
tyrants” and “cursed intru
“artificial,” explained one Irish

I would not live in Ireland now, for she’s a
fallen land,
And the tyrant’s heel is on her neck, with her
reeking blood-stained hand.
There’s not a foot of Irish ground, but’s trodden
down by slaves,
Who die unwept, and then are flung, like
dogs, into their graves.®

oted deeply in the h

The emigration was TO
the twelfth century,

oppression. Beginning in English congu

istory of English
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of Ireland led to the confiscation and transfer of lands to English
colonizers. By 1700, the Irish owned only 14 percent of Ireland

As subsistence farmers, the Irish were forced to rent or lease 1an(i
from English landlords. Then, in the late eighteenth century. the
landlords decided to make their estates more profitable. Tlr;ere-
fore, they initiated a campaign to transform the island’s economy
into a “cattle civilization.” By enclosing their estates and evict-
ing peasant fa milies, landlords ghifted from tillage agriculture to
ranching. Between 1820 and 1840, livestock increased at a faster
rate than the population, and cattle exports more than qua{iru—
pled. The conversion of land from tillage to grazing meant that
90 percent of the laborers previously needed for planting aﬁd har-
vesting had become superfluous.” _

The landlords gought to bring Ireland into the British market
Due to increased beef production between 1750 and 1810 Irisﬁ
exports rose from two million to six million British pounds. ]’)uring
q visit to Ireland in 1771, Benjamin Franklin reported that British
colonialism and its emphasis on exports had reduced the Irish people
to “extremely poor” tenants, “living in the most sordid wretchedness
in dirty Hovels of Mud and Straw, and clothed only in Rags.” 'I‘h(,‘
Irish had been forced to survive on “Potatoes and Buttermilk with:
out Shirts,” so that the «“Merchants” could export “Beef” to En;gland.

_..the Landlord calls for rent,

The flood which over-spread the Land, has
caused them to lamend,

And yet John Bull must have the Beef, let it
be cooked or raw,

We're told by each big English thief: we
darsen’t break the law.

By the 1830s, according to an observer, Ireland had developed a
proﬁta}ble export economy. But, he added, this commercialization
of ag.rllculture was accompanied by a “visible deterioration” in the
.cnnduitmn of the “labouring classes and of the small farmers.” “Prog-
ress” for the landlords meant pauperization for the peasants.

Ireland’s oppressors soon must know, they

can’t for ever last,
Landlords [have] been cruel for generations
past,
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What right have they to claim the soil which
never was their own, . ;
When thousands now are starving an
evicted from their home?®

\ing,” reported visitor Gustave de
?

. ¥ L where, and at every ?“’U" of
Beaumo}}t{g‘ ,Lllepiliilo;i’n‘;&h:1'0e0\$1r§ab'1n of an I1'if3h famﬂ}’l con-
ﬂ-w hea fi twfﬂlq of dried mud with a straw roof and a h({ e flUt
?]Smd o (;'uifn t‘deLchimnev. Inside lived the father, m?thm.,)c ’11-
inthie mg somelimes a gr:andfather or grandmnther.' I‘hml(, was
drel'l, a!‘l- b- in this “wretched hovel”; a Siﬂglﬁled of straw served
no furni uj? Wily. “Five or six half-naked children | could] be seen
the entire famaily. . orable fire, the ashes of w.hlch [covered] a
crouched near a mis he family.” The squalor

; nourishment of t ‘ - squal
e Lheti?'loilsg «What a Country this [was] to live in” a

d. where Catholics were “only breathing, afraid

ni

“Misery, naked and famis!

was oppressive, s
farmer complaine

3 » to raise their heads. '
. bBC?licfhaeic ::as an alternative. Rather than “toil and starve

like slaves,” they could emigrate to “the Land of Promise. A song

explained:

My father holds 5 acres of land, it was not
enough to support us al,
Which banished me from my natie land, to
old Ireland dearI bid fareweff.. '
My holdings here I can’t endure since here
er I can stay.
I takrzoni;r;it and leave this spot and try the

land of liberty.

i i here
By the thousands, Irish were leaving for America, where the: :

d success fo
“r all—employment for all an : any
z:ste:': {;::}nf;ogriends anr:'l family in the United States glowingly

described riches “orowing
country where there wa
Between 1815 and }8;15},1 s

uring this period, ho 3 A
shi?m at ghume. Rather than em1g‘rate., many b:;fr:g;in éjfora_ ._
or migratory workers, leaving their 'cottages eath e returning.-'.'_.
cultural or construction labor within Ireland, the

Al i {o America.
one million Irish came A ol
:«h endured their .
rish alpeerisy

like grass” and the boux}dlessnesls 0 d:
g no tyranny or oppression from landlords.
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their families in the fall with “the rent money sewn inside their
clothes.” Their earnings, while meager, enabled many families
to farm small plots and grow potatoes. By the early 1840s, the
rural poor were existing mainly on potatoes; between late spring
and the time of harvest, many were eating only one meal a day.
Sometimes they cooked their potatoes only partially, keeping the
cores or “bones” of the potatoes raw in order to digest their food
more slowly. These hardy peasants believed they could survive in
their homeland forever, for a family could produce a year’s supply
of potatoes on one acre of land. “What did we eat?” said an Irish
immigrant. “Well, just potatoes.”

Then suddenly, a little-known fungus appeared and changed the
course of Irish history. Although potato crops had been attacked by
plant diseases in past years, a new blight destroyed about 40 per-
cent of the crop in 1845. “Coming on the harvest time...the crops
looked splendid,” a farmer said as he recalled the beginning of the
famine, “but one fine morning in July there was a cry around that
some blight had struck the potato stalks.” As the leaves blackened
and crumbled, the air became “laden with a sickly odor of decay, as
if the hand of death had stricken the potato field, and...everything
growing in it was rotten.” Returning annually, the deadly disease
continued its relentless devastation. By 1855, some one million peo-
ple had died from hunger and sickness.’

The Great Famine intensified the already terrible suffering.
Unable to pay their rent, thousands of families were evicted. For
many landlords, the famine offered an opportunity to convert more

land into fields for grazing. The evicted peasants angrily denounced
their oppressors:

"Twas famine’s wasting breath,
That winged the shaft of death,

And the landlord, lost to feeling,
Who drove us from our sheeling. ...\’

During the famine years, Ireland continued to export grain
and cattle to British markets. Half the people of Ireland could

‘have been fed with the livestock exported in 1846: 186,483 cattle,
"6'_;363 calves, 259,257 sheep, and 180,827 swine. Throughout the
'E‘Jlml‘-ry, however, one could see “famished and ghastly skeletons,”
. Cowering wretches almost naked in the savage weather,” children

With “their faces bloated yet wrinkled and of a pale greenish hue,”




and families eating seaw
tery. According to an Eng .
“crowded with gaunt wanderers, saunteri
less air and hunger-struc
rounded by “a mob of starve
for soup tickets.” So many people
in reusable “trap-colins
choice became clear: emigra
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eed and suffering from fevers and dysen-

lish visitor, the streets of one town were
ng to and fro with hope-
k look,” while the poorhouse was sur-
4. almost naked, women,” “clamouring
’ died that corpses were placed
fiins” with hinged bottoms. For the living, the
te or face destitution and death.

Desert a land of curse and slave,

Of pauper woe...

y 11
Poor Eire now is all a grave. ...

In panic, one and a half million Irish fled to thei .Umteq Stat:s
during the Great Famine. More so than the earlier e:r;ugrgrr}cesé
these people were the “uprooted.” The Cork dEoflqmmSee ang e
that they were “running away .from fever an 1se§1r i
ger, with money searcely sufficient to pay passage ol..I£ e nzt
age.” Their reason for coming to America was survival.

ambition, a ballad declared, but

the blackening of the potat(:fs
That drove us over the sea.

With bundles on their shoulders, the depa.rt,i”ng men and v‘v‘i))n'xen
were “laving dear old Ireland without warnin to cross thek oriny
ocean.” But before they left, they attendeg ax& Argerlc:ixz “;i e; S——aig

’ . ey e 13 an mu ,
tv hosted by their families. Sharing foo
E}?Ziz good-byes and mourned what everyone knew would be a

permanent separation.

Sad was the day we said farewell,
Dear native land, to thee;

And wander’d forth to find a home,
Beyond the stormy sea.

Hard then our fate; fast flowd the tears,
We tried to hide in vain, ‘

At thought of those we left beflartld,
And might neer see again.*

ublin and then to Live Y

After the “wake,” they traveled to D D or Americe: he

pool, where they boarded crowded ships
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crossing was traumatic. “The emigrant is shown a berth,” the
Times reported, “a shelf of coarse pinewood, situated in a noisome
dungeon, airless and lightless, in which several hundred persons
of both sexes and all ages are stowed away on shelves two feet one
inch above the other, three feet wide and six feet long, still reek-
ing from the ineradicable stench left by the emigrants of the last
voyage.” On one ship, according to a witness, hundreds of passen-
gers lay together like sacks, motionless. Some were dead, while
others were sick, feverish and delirious, scarcely able to turn in
their narrow berths. Tens of thousands of travelers died during
the passage or immediately after arrival.*

The terrible blights finally ended in 1854, but the commercial-
ization of agriculture, the eviction of families from their lands,
and the decline of Irish crafts due to the importation of British
manufactured goods continued to pauperize the Irish peasantry
and depopulate Ireland. A contemporary described his country’s
melancholy condition: “This grass grown road, over which seem-
ingly little, if any, traffic passes, is a type of solitude everywhere
found. Tillage there is none; but in its stead one vast expanse of
pasture land extends. Human habitations are rarer than the bare
walls of roofless cottages. Where once a population dwelt...see
how lonely and untrodden are these roads.” In the 1860s, an
American consul reported that there were “many thousands of
strong young men” who sighed for “food & employment in the US,”
“and would gladly embrace any opportunity of removal from the
misery & starvation” in Ireland. Between 1855 and 1900, two
million more Irish came to America.!®

An “Immortal Irish Brigade” of Workers

Pushed from Ireland by economic hardships and famine, the immi-
grants were pulled to America by prospects of jobs. They provided
labor for the construction of canals and railroads, connecting the
different economic regions of the country. Watching them work on
the National Road in Pennsylvania, a farmer described them as
an “immortal Irish brigade, a thousand strong, with their carts,
wheelbarrows, shovels and blasting tools, grading the commons,
an_d climbing the mountainside...leaving behind them a roadway
800d enough for an emperor to travel over.” Irish laborers helped
to build waterways, including Connecticut’s Enfield Canal, Rhode
:I.Bland’a Blackstone Canal, and most important, New York’s Erie
Canal, described by Reverend Michael Buckley, a visitor from
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ndest pieces of engineering ever seen
“Irish talent.” Standing knee-deep in
itoes, the workers dug and

Ireland, as “one of the liiraf
in the world” and “prool” 0
water while cursing swarms of mosqu
shoveled earth as they sang:

When I came to this wonderful rampr}re, it
filled me with the greatest surprise, ;
To see such a great undertaking, on the like
never opened my eye.
To see a full thousand brave fellows at work
1 I
among mountains so tall,
To dig through the vallies so level, through
rocks for to cut a canal.’®

Irish workers built thousands of miles of rail lines such as the

i {lroad from Atlanta to Chattanooga and
i i e Raﬂ:O;‘ the transcontinental railroad. All

ion Pacific segmen : . 1
1(311;2 Il;]l?;znwe?e ordered: “Now Mick do this, and Mick do that.

318 ivi the railroad!” As they laid
‘hev shouted back: “The divil take 8 .
?rﬁi:g ct}]';y tuned their bodies to the rhythms of a work song:

Then drill, my Paddies, drill—
Drill, my heroes, drill,

Drill all day, no sugar in your tay
Workin’ on the U. P. railway.

i ibrations of the sledgeham-
. ht. they continued to feel the vi : eha
fezgigl‘;.heiiyhands and arms and to hear the pounding ringing

in their heads. Exhausted, they tried to rest:

When I lay me down to sleep,
The ugly bugs around me creep;
Bad luck to the wink that I can de?’
While workin’ on the railroad.

i nee.
The Irish became disposable workers. The pervasive present

T
of the Irish in railroad work produced the }.)o!?ulzsr ::ytll?‘eglriﬂﬁl I
there was “an Irishman buried under every tleﬂlr; 52. ; g;'led o

had high accident rates, for they were frequently exﬁlain‘ad ik
hazardous jobs. A Connecticut ax manufactﬁmﬁ'eath o sl
he employed the Irish as grinders because the .

B
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accidents was so high he had difficulty finding “Yankees” to do
this dangerous work. “My father carried the mark of the quarry
to his grave,” wrote Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. “When he was a boy,
working in a quarry in Maine, carrying tools, the sight of one eye
was destroyed by a flying chip of granite.” Time and again, news-
papers reported accidents—“an Irishman drowned—an Irish-
man crushed by a beam—an Irishman suffocated in a pit—an
Irishman blown to atoms by a steam engine—ten, twenty Irish-
men buried alive in the sinking of a bank....” Yankees regarded
the Irishman “as one made to work,” reported Reverend Buckley.
“Where they want labour they will engage Paddy as they would a
drayhorse.” An Irish worker recalled how he labored “so severely”
digging cellars, “up before the Stars and working till darkness,”
“driven like horses” to be “a slave for the Americans.” Working in
the mines of Pennsylvania, Irish miners “sucked up” the black
dust into their lungs as they dug the “bloody coal.”?

Irish laborers, an immigrant complained, were “thought noth-
ing of more than dogs...despised & kicked about.” They lived in
“clumsy, rough and wretched hovels,” made with “roofs of sod and
grass” and “walls of mud,” observed Charles Dickens during a visit
to the United States. “Hideously ugly old women and very buxom
young ones, pigs, dogs, men, children, babies, pots, kettles, dung
hills, vile refuse, rank straw and standing water, all wallowing
together in an inseparable heap, composed the furniture of every
dark and dirty hut.” America turned out to be a nightmare for
many Irish immigrants. A song expressed their disappointment:

I got a letter from a relation

Telling me to hasten across the sea,

That gold was to be found in plenty there

And that I'd never have a hard day or a poor
one again.

Alas, when I landed
I made for the city without delay;
But I never saw gold on the street corners—

Alas, I was a poor aimless person cast
adrift.’®

 The Irish found themselves not only exploited as laborers but

also pitted against workers of other races, including the Chinese.
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In New England frish workers in the shoemaking industry rather than . .
7 ; s, : an an ideol ; i - :

were struggling against low wages and the mtmdluctmn of 11ab0r- attempt to U‘I'lionize iﬁja(i)};ifm]tm(?m o di}ss solidarity, this
eliminating machines; consequently, they organized the Secret a meeting in Boston, white Wg'rslfe]:(‘:kersd‘lmckiy collapsed. At
] i i i > P = 8 turned i L 1 i 2

Crispins quickly became laborers, condemning them for reducing “Amifilczzf‘i;ll:e ’?iun:]%

or” to “the

Order of the Knights of St. Crispin. The :
d States; in 1870, it Chinese standard of rice and rats.”*

the largest labor organization in the Unite
had a membership of fifty t Jousand. Demanding higher wages Sampson’s dari -
aring action had a sobering effect on o

G striking

and an eight-hour day, the Crispins went on strike at a shoe workers. @t nearby 8
factory in North Adams, Massachusetts. The owner, Calvin T. Sampson’s “’Mong}iﬁ?::gebt:&te? IES-P Ten days after the arrival of
Sampson, fired the disgruntled workers m:nd pursued a strategy | ors, Millard and Whitman, an (‘i’ = ;"i‘:}:} g!’(;thel‘_& Cady Broth-
edge” between himself and to force their laborers to T',Gturn 1_:0 \;'(c)rk Wl'lt.l;-aMlléli;rd WEIe able

ercent wage
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of divide-and-cuntrol by driving a “w
! the strikers.” ut. C : ie iy .
” This “wedge” turned out to be a contingent of seventy-five Chi- Et} sub;t:?ml::',?zgréghﬁ;S‘;h;?UfIIgr-uEclance of Sampson’s experiment
nese workers from San Francisco. Brought to North Adams as Monthly observed: “If f rish laborers, a writer for Scribner's
scabs to break the Irish strike, they were housed in dormitories up of the incipieni; ste ort o O.ther purpose than the breaking
inside the locked and guarded gates of the factory yard. Within Unions'...the advent E? g}‘:tald labor combinations and ‘Trade
three months after their arrival, the Chinese workers were pro- warm wolcome,” The “heatl lné:sg lab:;r should be hailed with
ducing more shoes than the same number of white workers had “final SOlution”'to the labo o b-hme?e, he concluded, could be the
been making pefore the strike. The success of Sampson’s strat- While they were 'cont:apiﬂdlen} in Amenc,?.zq-
egy was celebrated in the press. “T}}e Chinese, and this especially grants found themselves ‘30:21 ear“;llth the Chinese, ‘Iri sh immi-
annoys the Crispins,” };he editor of The Nation wrote, “show the reotyped as “a race of sava esF’" fthto blacks. The I'nsh Were stie-
usual quickness of their race 1n learning the process of their new blacks. Pursuing the “lowg o a‘h e same level _of intelligence as
| business, and already do creditable hand and machine work.”! secking “vicious exci temeer ”1at de: than the “higher” pleasures,
The Chinese were held upas a model for Irish laborers. Writing the Irish were said to be ]‘:‘lsl an ) gratlf'iczitmn _merely animal,”
' for Scribner’s Monthly, William Shanks compared the Chinese to ual restraint was the most \:ivcfsl of their pa&'mons.'” Since sex-
i the Trish workers. The Chinese «|abored regularly E}I‘l(! coz}stantly, the large families of these im . y gaed method of birth control,
loging no blue Mondays on account of Sunday’s dissipations nor celf-control: “Did wealth migrants seen}e(fi to prove a lack of
R wasting hours on idle holidays,” he reported. “The quality of the the Irish would be rich cnnsiast m»Chﬁdren’ it is well known, that
i work was found to be fully equal to that of the Crispins.” Through gerous Classes,” Reverfxfg p’[‘e}{ " devggerman alled “Lhis Den-
i i the use of Chinese labor, Sampson had widened his profit mar- that some peul_;le wete “inf ,eod'ﬂ'l”e Parker of Boston claimed
i gin: the weekly gaving in labor costs Was $840, or $44,000 a year. behind us in development” er:‘“-'l in nature, some perhaps only
\ These figures inspired Shanks to calculate: «phere are 115 estab- Providence—negroes Indi::;s a I\;(:';r':i:::'a\f'ormI in }t}he great school of
: ’ ns, Irish, and the like.,” A

:gtgt;k;iz?eggnﬁz is:s;ltaei that slt;ves were like the Irish in “their
: ney, flattering, eir lying, and their pilferi
E:it:le(;o?;mm: 1(:10 the characters of both peoples.” Kn eéilnggli:fl
i Sl “’II)‘grbe that botl‘1 t.he Irish and blacks were viewed as
i, 'sti . i 'called an‘ I'rlshman’ is almost as great an insult
. Werg da 1zgd asa “mgger feller’....” Sometimes the immi-
i :S<I:r%bed as “Irish niggers.”?5
B i traits, rIf'}llsh worker.s were condemned for their alleged
eibling drin.k' ey werS dismissed from their jobs for laziness
ity and :‘im dlng, a’fld other debaucheries,” as well as for “leV:
pudence” A saying claimed: “It’s as natural for a

g 5,415 men... capable of produc-
Chinese system of
500,000 a

th lishments in the State, employin
1 ing 7,942 cases of shoes per week. Under the
\' My, Sampson, & gaving of $69,594 per week, or say $3,
. L year, would be effected, thus revolutionizing the trade.”™ .
In their response t0 Sampson’s “wedge,” the gtriking Crispins
b tried to promote working-class golidarity by organizing a8 1-
| nese lodge of St. Crispin. Watching this initiative to build Trish=

Chinese unity, the editor of The Nation commented: “Chin&?‘?_@
amen aré

| lodges and strikes wil
' collected together in any given place;
i immediately flattering at North Ad

1 come in time when enough Chin
but the prospect app(?ars
ams.” Based on gelf-interes
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Hibernian to tipple as it is for a pig to gnin‘t.“ Their “1d.len.(,tss”
and “brutal leprosy of blue Monday habits,” it was al'gueq, ;1 eré.
dered them unreliable as workers and kept them 1m?0\::et:13 eh.
Like the “giddy multitude” of seventeenf;h-centm'y Vu‘gu-n?, the
Irish were chastised as an unru ly and disorderly class. In . erf;riy
City, Irish workers were denounced by a newspaper ed}tor as ‘;a
mongrel mass of ignorance and erime and guperstition, dt-!‘ .uLulﬂ y
unfit for its duties, as they [were] for the common courtesies and
decencies of civilized life.” Irish childll'en, rtllqrec:}rer, \:\:ere EEEE?II as
«yndisciplined” and “uninstructed,” “mhentmg the stupldn_ty of
centuries of ignorant ancestors » At school, they allegef}lry ﬁm&ted
a “pungent odor”—the “fumes of New-England rum. T'he Mas-

sachusetts Board of State Charities calculatet.i th'at it would 'l;a‘ke
two or three generations to “eorrect the cunshtutmua.l tendencies
to disease and early decay.” Worried about the alarming presence
of a largely Irish working class, Horace Mann was dete:mu‘led
to educate the children in order to save the masses fl‘Ol.'ﬂ ’ia';ulng’
back into the conditions of half-barbarous or of savage life.

Many Irish saw parallels between themselves as a .degrf.;}ded
people and blacks in bondage. In Ireland, they had identified
themselves as the “glaves” of the British, and many supported the
abolition of slavery in the United State'_s. In 1842, thc\l)usands of
them signed & petition that declared: «[pishmen and Ir:shwomelmi
treat the colored people as your equalls, as breth‘ren. But Insp
sympathy for black slaves seemed o disappear wq;h the Atlﬂ(]ittlc
crossing. In America, many of them fbecame antiblack. l:*‘re er-
ick Douglass criticized the Irish imm1grants for abandoning t:.he
idea of “liberty” they nurtured in their homéfland by becuu;:ng
“the oppressors of another race” in America. I'1°1sh freﬂd?m ﬁg_ 'ter
Daniel O’Connell shared Douglass’s disappointment. “(Jhastlsmi
the immigrants for their racisml ;O'Sannell declared: “It was not
i u learned this crue v ‘

. ?r.lem(eir)irga, the Irish found themselves stereotyped as 1gnor{m’i
and inferior, and forced to occupy the bottom rungs of en&};l :‘:.-.-
ment. In the South, they were even made to do ‘the dirty an ;
ardous jobs that masters were reluctant to assign to thel

A planter told a northern visitor that he had hired an Trish ganEr

rather than use his own slaves to drain a ﬂo‘ode.d area. ‘1
gerous work,” he explained, «gnd a negros life 18 too valua
be risked at it. If a negro dies, it’s a considerable lf)ss, yo .
In the North, Irish repeatedly fought blacks for jobs as Walt=

and longshoremen. During the 1830s, & Philadelphia newspap

r slaves.
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reported that the Irish were displacing blacks as hackney coach-
men, draymen, and stevedores.*

As they competed against blacks for employment, many Irish
immigrants promoted their whiteness. “In a country of the whites
where [white workers] find it difficult to earn a subsistence,” they
asked, “what right has the negro either to preference or to equality,
or to admission?” Targets of Protestant nativist hatred identify-
ing them as Catholic, outsiders, and foreigners, the Irish newcom-
ers sought to become insiders, or Americans, by claiming their
membership as whites. A powerful way to transform their own
identity from “Irish” to “American” was to attack blacks. Thus,
blacks as the “Other” served to facilitate their assimilation.”

Reacting to Irish hostility, blacks called their tormentors
«white niggers.” They resented being told by immigrants to leave
the country of their birth and “go back” to Africa, a place they
had never been.*® Blacks complained that the Irish were taking
jobs from them. “These impoverished and destitute beings, trans-
ported from the trans-Atlantic shores,” a black observed, “are
crowding themselves into every place of business and labor, and
driving the poor colored American citizen out. Along the wharves,
where the colored man once done the whole business of shipping
and unshipping—in stores where his services were once ren-
dered, and in families where the chief places were filled by him,
in all these situations there are substituted foreigners.”

As Americans, many blacks aimed nativist barbs against the
Irish foreigners. “Pat O’Flannagan does not have the least thing in
the world against Jim from Dixie.” a black observed, “but it didn’t
take Pat long after passing the Statue of Liberty to learn that it
ig popular to give Jim a whack ” Blacks scornfully described the
Irish as “hyphenates” and mocked their accent as such “a heavy
brogue that it sounded as if they had marbles in their mouths.”
“It is to be regretted,” black journalist John E. Bruce observed,
“that in [America] where the outcasts—the scum of European
society — can come and enjoy the fullest social and political privi-
loges, the Native Born American with wooly hair and dark com-
plexion is made the Victim...of Social Ostracism.”*

.Victims of English prejudice and repression in Ireland, the
-El’wh in America often redirected their rage in a pecking order.
: They [the Irish] have been oppressed enough themselves to be

\oppressive whenever they have a chance,” commented an observer,

:“f‘.a'nd the despised and degraded condition of the blacks, presenting

to them a very ugly resemblance of their own home circumstances,
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naturally excites in them the exercise of the disgulii:. a};;i mgtgz&t
ich they themselves are Very habm}mlly t:he 0 ]et; v 1d e
(')f ory ks as “a soulless race,” Some Irish said they “would 8ho0
B S- n with as little regard to moral consequences as they
iy ma}& hog.” 'i‘he Irish opposed suffrage for blacks, fgarful
E{{l;ligil\}gm “tﬁe Niggers high.” Complaininf t}t:]at black;chd not
" ir plac 3 od: “Down with the Nagurs: "
. ti?mrtl.:t]ac?s ;:3830?:1;1:2« i(liackﬁ exploded dur_ing the Civil War.
Insl 2'131 w.a:gere angry at President Abraham Llpcnln for expallqd-
Mint}.’h n:imq of the war to include emancipatlmn. Condemm‘rﬁ:r
I:L!:)litiinjsﬁ as “Niggemlogy,” many lrislzl 1;1111}1;?01'1?11“? :Eetr;e\:r;ig:
i ly to preserve th :
i t:l p?sr:h?g;ﬁ{ﬂ?’nliish I\)vorkers shoutec}. Tl:ey had b_een
gers 8 d {;y the Democrats during the 1860 election: Txfot.e a@lga;.nst
Kka}:gliam Lincoln, or you will hawilnegm }m‘blrsll"r ;i:a:ﬁgﬁ:f ssfglljlt ]z 0]_?:
» «] ot, the four mi jons of 8 2 : .
igﬁtf{;:)eer‘::?r. and we should very soon have...a terrllble ;2111;1322
petween white labor and black la't?nr.... The unimfogeete witil
ill be found among you in sufficient nupnbers 0 ;; A
;rvou at your wharves and your docks, andlm e&rgg branch of labor
i i i now employed.
" gi::r(;};; E:zecpi?r?‘f)::f;:,nﬁiiﬁork Demgcratic'pnliticians wzlm:id
that the Republicans were willing to “spend” Insth bl(;o(?J :f;;ﬁ,rtﬁ
abolitionist war and thait; fzeed(?le;cﬁ.e\z:;iitt’)?ﬁg;r}, gimilaﬂy an
« work and the bread 0 7 Sh ) an
Eiisit{r;\gsaper, the Boston Pilo&, aroutsed% .the lf;?a?;rwsec:;ti ﬁf&dﬁd
“We have already upon us bloody con en i?n e el
black labor.... The North is becoming blac cwi e
h. These wretches crowd our cities, and by e
g?gﬁlﬁ?ni?litet of labor, do incaleulable injury to \;vhlte l;:necicte
The Irish became angry whfan a new.dreit aw 1‘: S 563,
o bolter sagging enlisments (8 % CLLCL i e provision
a mass meeting in New : fil B s 3300
that allowed a draftee to avq1d military service b3 o
idi ubstitute. This law clearly discrimind v
2{1; z::;&lﬁg 3;5:.] Many of the first draftees were Irls};(,l ;;;21‘ d?:;
unable to pay the fee. Irish rioters s:.ormed and bu::;ry b
office. Then they turned on blacks. “Vengence on e o b]ackﬁ' b
New York,” the rampagers scream‘ed' as they assauitd o8 e
the streets. One of the victims, William Green, sﬂand ot
stripped me naked...they had arope to hang :;181” e illage :
me.” General rampage exploded as mobs vandall
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stores. “I saw the rioters in the street— 100 or 150 of them,” a pass-
erby stated, describing the looting of a liquor store. “Some three or
four stout boys with clubs attacked the windows and broke them
in; they then smashed in the doors; then the crowd rushed in; they
pitched out boxes of cigars and bottles, and in about 10 minutes
the house was on fire.” The riot continued for four days. Finally, an
army regiment rushed to the city from Gettysburg and restored
order. By then scores of people had been injured and 105 killed.
Condemning the “revolting, fiendish, cowardly, cruel” treatment
of “the poor unfortunate negroes,” an Irish newspaper, the Met-

ropolitan Record, declared that “a superior race should disdain to
vent their passions on an inferior one.”?®

Irish “Maids” and “Factory Girls”

Labor competition between the Irish and blacks was fierce in
the domestic services. According to an English visitor, employ-
ers were willing to “let negroes be servants, and if not negroes,
let Irish fill their place.” In 1830, the majority of the servants in
New York City were black; twenty years later, they were Irish
women. Daughters of farmers in Ireland, they had become maids
in America. In the textile towns of Lowell and Providence, they
became factory workers.

More than half of the Irish immigrants were women, compared
to only 21 percent of southern Italians and 4 percent of Greeks.
In New York City in 1860, Irish women outnumbered Irish

men— 117,000 to 87,000. This massive migration of women was
saluted in a song:

O brave, brave Irish girls,

We well might call you brave
Should the least of all your perils
The Stormy ocean waves.*

In Ireland, the struggle for economic survival had a particu-
!ar impact on women. Increasingly after 1815, farmers practiced
impartible inheritance: their land was not divided among their
sons but left to only one. Consequently, many sons had little
choice but to emigrate. “If you divide a farm and give it to two
sons, neither is going to have a heck of a lot,” an Irish immigrant
explained. “So I began to realize that [I] would have to go some-
Where.” Women, too, came to a similar realization. They found
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Irish immigrant women became ubiquitous as maids. In the
185(_)3, they represented 80 percent of all female household labor-
ers in New York City. Irish women went west to San Francisco
wher:e they, like many Chinese men, became servants. In Cali-
fornia, Dennis Kearney led an anti-Chinese labor movement
charging that the Chinese threatened the employment of Iris'h,
women. “The Chinese Must Go!” shouted Kearney. “Our Women
Are Degraded by Coolie Labor™!

lnsh' women entered domestic service in greater numbers and
proportions than women of other immigrant groups. In 1900, 54
percent were classified as “servants and waitresses,” compareh to
only 9 percent for Italian female workers. A Boston study reported
that more than two-fifths of the immigrant women who entered tﬁe
city in 1905 and 1906 became servants and that they were almost
all Irish. Jewish and Italian women seldom became domestic work-
ers. “Italian women were more likely to take in boarders because
the men rarely permitted their wives to work as maids, cleaning
women, or factory hands,” explained historian Virginia Yans-
McLaughlin. “The Italian ideal was to keep women at home.™*

Unlike Italian women who came to America with their hus-
bands or fathers, Irish immigrant women tended to be unmarried
and unattached to families. Hence, they were attracted to work
that offered housing and meals. “Single women can get along here
better than men as they can get employment more readily than
men ,’.’ an Irish laborer in Philadelphia wrote home to his sisters.
«For instance liveing out girls or as thely] are called at home ser-
vant girls gets from eight to twelve shillings per week and keep
1l;hat is from two to three dollars of American money.... Labour:

ing mens wages averages from six to nine dollars per week.
But their work is not near so steady as womens.™? h
For these women, service work offered more than shelter, suste-
nance, r.md money: it also provided an introduction to American cul-
ture. Insfh women had come to settle permanently, and had to adapt
to.Amerlcan society. “Certainly, they had to begin immediately the
process of acculturation on their own terms,” historian Hasia Diner
nqted, “and domestic service provided perhaps the most intimate
glimpse of what middle-class America was really like™
'farizti)l?;e sflrvants became attached to their employers and their
£ ar?-l . ﬁOt a placsi for genera_tl housework with Mrs. Carr,”
B rn; woman, “I gotl$2 till T learned to cook good, and
twenty-tw?qn then $4. I was in that house as cook and nurse for
0 years.... Mrs, Carr’s interests was my interests. 1
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s than she did herself, alnd I.In\ted
the children as if they was my own 2 But,3 while th?" ]llmjgdt ;:::l;:lf
middle-class American homes, lrish m.alds w?rclb 1‘ {;'u S).Eah:‘
Their felatiom‘ﬁhip to the family was & h 1errarch1cu one 0~pg é_)nt i i
and downstairs, masters and st‘-:rvanj,s. F]tey .we)rfa pre arenli_
avi ible in a very intimate setting. Far from Lh.Blll own p: rents
I'Iwm! d. many of them hungered to belong .to the families .gf
:.111 -I'i'eea;zpl’nyers. «I,adies wonder how their_ glrl_s can c(lam‘plam
oi" T:lmeiin e’gz; in a house full of people, but ol‘li it lie. the \tﬂ;‘::k::rl‘r;d tof
loneliness — their share is but the work of the mjlse,d L dom “-i ic
5 t said. “They do not share in the pleasures and delights of
5.'!9;\"33 .Onel must‘remember that there is a difference hetwem} a
:ou?: eE.l place of shelter, and a home, a placl(f Where al} i;u:{r affee-
tions ::n'e centered.” Another sel-va"nt echoed: thtl l:ml? s ‘...wa?
the awful lonesomeness. I went for general 1101.:150‘-‘1:{.)1 f-‘ l:?.l(.ﬂ:j;e
knew all about it, and there were only _threﬁ in t e i;:u y.t ;t
the family members, “except to give orders,l “J;ad nothing to do
with me. It got to feel sort of crushing at ]a.st.. 1 ofton de
Moreover, the work itgelf was demandmg.ank 0 .enf t(l,]melapl.
ing. As they cooked, cleaned, laundered, and took care o be 3 hil-
dren, servants were required to wear caps a.n.d apx;:.a‘ns, ?1 gbpi.s
of social inferiority. Most worked as live-in ber\fall'nlis, ?val able
on a beck-and-call gchedule around tlle clock‘: Ub.llid f o;' ?’eveg
days a week. Their employers “bo'ss?d them “everlas 111(1Jg y 1;.1mt
wanted them to be “on tap from six in the mormng tc‘a‘ D o}r; - al
night.” One servant complained about her emp_:ioyeg.h - e ) iz; hI::-
more thought for me than :'lfilihad be((lﬂ; 15:1 ??:Eu;::.tweent ):'vammEi :
“ting-room on the second floor an I )
(Si‘;f;lftlf c;((: little things, and she wanted me up tl}i e}lleven to ?32:\:;‘1:
the bell, for she had a grc;atkdt?ldof ?HJE;T{ T};eedi?g;ter u a..
‘e “prisoners,.” always “looked dowr 3 . |
E*Eﬁd I;?n'ote:steril: “I hate the woidbsiivufe.g\ﬁ ;15:\?: ;z ;22:;1 ;O;-Iclli?:
to better ourselves, and it’s not betterin angboy e
i u around! If there was such a th_lgg as fixed hours i
E;Et};i)n time to yourself, it Iflliggt bf dlffeiexégra?zerﬁg 1 tell every
i ! ver you do, don’t go into S
gu}l‘%}lﬂi&?&?ﬁmesﬁc gervice involved what socmlngls”t g;zp;l:::
Steinberg termed “the exploitation of the whole 'pei's‘i-némplnye'ﬁ
vant lacked privacy, for she lived and wurke('i in :ie{‘ar e’
home. Her character and manners were gerutinize o the’
In this sense, it was not just her labor_that was pul:i1 R
laborer herself. This lack of personal freedom was d

took better care of her thing
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one Irish woman chose to work in a factory rather than in “the
service”:

It’s freedom that we want when the day’s work is done. I know some
nice girls...that make more money and dress better and everything
for being in service. They’re [house servants] and have Thursday
afternoon out and part of every other Sunday. But they’re never
sure of one minute that’s their own when they’re in the house. Our
day is ten hours long, but when it’s done it’s done, and we can do
what we like with the evenings. That’s what I've heard from every
nice girl that ever tried service. You're never sure that your soul’s

your own except when you are out of the house, and I couldn’t stand
that a day.*

On the other hand, the factory worker had her labor appropriated
only at the workplace. “Though the textile worker might be reduced
to a commodity, paradoxically, her inner self was left intact.” Fac-
tory work, however, was also difficult to “stand.” Denouncing such
labor as “especially fatal to women,” Archbishop John Lancaster
Spalding declared that there were “few sadder sights than the
poor women of the cotton mills of New England,” so many of them
“Trish girls, whose cheeks once bloomed with health as fresh and
fair as the purity of their hearts.” Irish women were preponderant
in the New England textile mills of Lawrence, Holyoke, Fall River,
and other towns. In Lowell, the City of Spindles, they represented
58 percent of the total textile workforce. “The gray mills in Man-
chester [New Hampshire],” remembered Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,
“stretched like prisons along the banks of the Merrimac River.
Fifty percent of the workers were women.... Many lived in the
antiquated ‘corporation boarding houses,’ relics of when the mills
were built. Our neighbors, men and women, rushed to the mills
before the sun rose on cold winter days and returned after dark.
They were poorly dressed and poverty stricken.™®

In the dusty and noisy mills, the women felt their heads had
become “empty of sense and their ears...deaf.” Constantly stand-
ing and tying knots, they suffered backaches “until they lost their
minds and ran amuck.” Far from the rural countryside of Ireland,
they had become tenderers of machines, their activities routin-
ized and measured by the clock.

When I set out for Lowell,
Some factory for to find,
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I left my native country
And all my friends behind.

But now I am in Lowell,
And summon'd by the bell,
1 think less of the factory
Than of my native dell.

The factory bell begins to ring
And we must all obey,

And to our old employment g0,
Or else be turned away.

Come all ye weary factory girls,
'l have you understand,

I'm going to leave the factory
And return to my native land.

The “factory girls” also worked in dangerous conditio’ns. Ond ﬂ.nu-
ary 10, 1860, a terrible tragedy occun'ed_at Lwaell s Pember t:?n
Mill P: building suddenly collapsed, trapping nine hllllldl.'Ed work-
ers ;nostly Trish women; then a fire broke out, adding to the ?error
unt,l destruction. One hundred and sixteen women were s.ermusly
hurt while eighty-eight were killed. The list of victims included
ny daughters of Erin.*® . ‘ |
1ijr)i;,h wgmen were heavily employed in tl'm: s&wmg trades. “No
female that can handle a needle need be 1(1({9,f a]l 1young \;.0;1311;
i i i 900, a third of all seams
in Philadelphia wrote home. By 1900, @ g
i i 5 rish women. Wor
d dressmalkers in the United S1..altes were 1
?r? the garment industry was repetitious and dlr;y, anlil ﬁ‘t;i c;v”aﬁ:
itifi g d seamstress and wor :
were pitifully low. 1 am a goo ard,
i “ t make over $1 per day. 1 pay
woman explained. “Itry but I can no i
i th. Am not able to atior
rent for my machine, $2.50 per mon ; s
i to walk, and if 1 happen L0 bt
de on street cars, therefore 1 have , A ' |
I(;;\: minute late, I have to walk up long flights of stairs and am
- allowed to go on the elevator.™ ' b
noLSatil%{)Wfor maﬁy Irish women, America was a land- of opﬁpooﬂt}u;ﬂi}’
“My de;ar Father,” a daughter wrote from New York in lg W L
only say this is a good place and a good country.... n);nd L
woman without a family are fools that would not venEu;c; i o
to this plentyful Country where no man or wuman”e;.c; i
ever will and where you will not be seen naked...." 51 )

an o
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same year, Margaret McCarthy wrote home to her family: “Come
you all Together Couragiously and bid adieu to that lovely land of
our Birth” where there was so much misery, oppression, and deg-
radation. She enclosed twenty dollars, urging her father to clear
away from “that place all together and the Sooner the Better.”®!
For these women, America represented not only jobs and
wages but also economic self-sufficiency —freedom from depen-
dency on fathers or husbands. “I am getting along splendid and
likes my work...it seems like a new life,” one of them wrote to
her younger sister in Ireland. “I will soon have a trade and be
more independint.... You know it was always what I wanted so I
have reached my highest ambition.” Thomas McCann wrote home
about his sister: “Maggie is well and likes this Country. She would
not go back to old Ireland for any money.” What Maggie especially
valued was the “independence” she had found in America.”

“Green Power”: The Irish “Ethnic” Strategy

Immigrant women were mainly confined to domestic service and
factory work. Their daughters, on the other hand, did not follow in
their occupational footsteps. In 1900, only 19 percent of the Irish
women born in America worked as servants or laundresses, com-
pared to 61 percent of the immigrant generation. An employment
agent reported that most immigrant Irish women were illiter-
ate: “In fact they are the only class 1 know of that cannot read or
write.” But their daughters, he added, were educated and shunned
domestic service. Increasingly, young women were entering white-
collar employment as secretaries, nurses, and teachers. By 1910,
Irish-American women constituted one-fifth of all public school
teachers in northern cities and one-third in Chicago alone.?

These advances for Irish women reflected a broader pattern of
Irish success—a rise out of the ranks of “the giddy multitude.” By
1900, two-thirds of the Irish were citizens by birth, and they were
better educated and had greater occupational mobility than their
parents. In Boston, for example, 40 percent of those born in Amer-
ica had white-collar jobs in 1890, compared to only 10 percent for
the immigrants. The family of John Kearney of Poughkeepsie,
New York, represented this pattern. After arriving in America,
Kearney worked as an unskilled laborer and then became a junk
d'ealer; one of his sons rose from postal clerk to superintendent of
City streets, and another son went from grocery clerk to inspector
of the city’s waterworks. “My children [are] doing first rate,” an
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Ttalians had a
standing fact”
» ohserved histo-
ers who left
and

58

Boston. Thirty year

uteness,
e vast numb
nto citizenship
«The Irish had one
e—they did not
Gurley Flynn.

er, such inclusionism should
“theory of universal political
plied to “tribal Indians

rapidly.” Lowell

d in the American

clags.”™

{he mainstream

and voters were

’T

=
=

.'Il

FLEEING “THE TYRANT’S HEEL” .o

New York City’s population was Irish. By 188 's Irish C
olic children outnumbered white Protes{anl, j;i]lfl(ijr;m’;]:fgsgtbmhj
no longer the “Boston of the Endicotts and the Wintl'n'o 8 et had
becime :t]l(-} B}(l:stnn of the Collinses and the O’Briens i
8VO ers, they consciously cultivated and od their “G
Power.” Led by politicians like John Kelly, IP:I’:\LH %t:iig"‘;‘l;m(:reen
Hall helped elect the _city’s first Irish Catholic mayor Williazfluljg
Grace. By 1‘8903 the Irish had captured most of tht;‘ Democr: 1;':
party organizations in northern cities, In New York ‘Boston ](i“h!'t
5ago,_ and San Frat.miscn, Irish political machines ﬁ;nctioner,l likl:;
lRobm Hoods,” taking taxes from the Yankee middle class and gi
ing revenues to the Irish through the public payrolls. By -1 b
h.'l.sh 1'f:presented 30 percent of the municipal emplr;yees.in th
F-,mes. Through political machines, the Irish were able tlo { 'eie
in the fire and police departments as well as munjci S e
ut'.htz.les,l gubways, street railways, waterworks poEt facilities
anfi in city hall itself. The “Ivish cop” and “Irish i"'n'eman” bulezal -,
qblqmtnus at this time. Irish political bosses also awarded n’:)e
11(:' wm'kg p}'ﬂjecta to Irish building contractors. As early as 1%1170-
Irish building cont'ractors constituted a fifth of all contracctors i :
tl.'xe country. An “Irish ethic” led these contractors to give re{"ér » .
tial treatme?nt to compatriot subcontractors and worlkers p o
. Meanwhile, ethnic agsociations like the Ancient Order’ of Hib
nians an_d the Qlan na Gael functioned as network et
while skll}gd Irish workers monopolized many trades and shared job
oppc‘)‘r_tumtlfas olnly with their countrymen. Emigration was 1o 1]0
ger “like going 1r}t0 a City where you don’t know anybody,” a worl(;z-
;r(:fn ;;;; : rc::atzve :'Lnllreland. “Should your Brother Pa;ddy Com;
rica, he can rely on his Cousins to romote his interests i
Pro;urmg work.” I_-Ieavi‘iy concentrated in tﬂe buildingt:‘r;he;; S;:i;E
:g}r lell;s became highly unionized. Many of the prominent lea(iers in
.bfeL :1; or r];[ovement were ,Irisl? __Terence Powderly of the Knights
S az,n s %rg;]:{;;ﬁy I\E[) Sul];;an'of tlllle American Federation of
- B0 - :u‘y arris, the legendary labor activis
" ::fynhalghr\‘i(;t;herb{ones. 'I‘]u:ough this leadership and the unionst
e e‘s‘a e to experience what historian David Montgom-
i thasl Fhe much‘ celebrated rise from rags to riches.
o , the 1:1311 occupied a significant niche in the skilled labor
p i 2 million were employed in the blue- 11
esenting 65 percent of all Iri o8 thes e
s o of a ns]:g workers. Most of these blu
R et thli)frcen_t— were skilled. While the Irish composed only
e entire male workforce, they were dispro i |
; portionately
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represented in the olite construction and industrial occupations —
one-third of the plumbers and steamfitters, one-fifth of the stonecut-
ters and brass workers, and one-sixth of the teamsters and steel-

workers. Once they became members of the privileged stratum of
tter jobs. Irish workers cam-

the workforce, they monopolized the be
paigned to make American labor equal “white” labor. Irish “ethnic

solidarity” and influence in the unions enabled them to exclude the
“sthers” such as the Chinese and blacks. This Irish exclusion of Tacial

killed and high-waged jobs represented what

minorities from the s
"0
8.

historian David Roediger called “the wages of whitenes
Tronically, Irish social and economic success challenged their

ethnicity and sense of group unity. “How shall we preserve our

identity?” asked an Irish immigrant in 1872. “How shall we pre-
serve our faith and nationality, through our posterity, and leave
ivilization of this country?” The Irish Ameri-
can urged its readers to learn Gaelic so they could “feel more proud
and manly as Irish, and be more respected as American citizens,”
Even as the Irish immigrants took possession of America, many
of them reaffirmed their Irish identity by telling and retelling sto-
ries about British oppression in the homeland. Elizabeth Gurley
Flynn, for example, remembered how in the 1890s “the awareness
of being Irish came to us as small children, through plaintive song
and heroic story. The Irish people fought to wrest their native soil
from foreign landlords, to gpeak their native Gaelic tongue, to

worship in the church of their choice, to have their own schools, to
verning. We drew in a burning hatred

be independent and self-go
of British rule with our mother’s milk. Until my father died at over

eighty, he never said England without adding, ‘God damn her! M8
The immigrants had hoped to return to their beloved Emerald
Isle, but most of them stayed and struggled to make America their
new homeland. Working as “factory girls” and railroad builders,
entering politics and businesses, and speaking BEnglish with an
“American accent,” they transformed themselves into Americans.
«The second generation here are not interested in their ances®
tors.” an immigrant stated, because “we have never told them-ﬂg
the realities of life [in Ireland], and would not encourage any ot
them to visit. When we left there, we left the old world behind,
we are all American citizens and proud of it.” For them, the ocean
was a psychological border, protecting them from bitter mema=
ries. “We have too many loved ones in the Cemetary here t0 164
them,” an immigrant wrote to her brother in Ireland. “We hat
been here a long time—and it is home to us now.”"
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“FOREIGNERS IN THEIR
NATIVE LAND”
The War Against Mexico

a?d as Irish men were helping to build a national system

. 0 transpo:‘tat}un, America’s frontier was advancing west-

:‘.rar ‘towart':l the Pacific Ocean. The Market Revolution was set-

1fng in motion forces 'that would lead to the violent acquisition

gSZ%rrltory frorp Mexmp. During the war against Mexico in the

Imnii;lﬁlant)lrl IrlIsh ilmmlgrants served in the U.S. Armed Forces

y, the Irish had been pushed from thei :

British imperialism, and h i
: , ere they found themselves becomi

é;;;ﬁ;lﬁzs byt.partilzmpating in the conquest of Mexico Jeffersgrri’i

continent covered with “a people s i .

°nt cove peaking the same lan-

E:;{i;;, cfoIverned in s1m.11ar forms, and by similar laws” was f)e?r?g

ed. In the expanding American empire, however, the “people”

were actually becoming more di
iverse: i
ans, and Irish were Mexicans.! e .

gl S IRISH WOMEN were working in Lowell's textile mills

We Must Be Conquerors or We Are Robbers”

The i ;
doml\i/lxizk(f\z Ee.volutmn stupulatad the expansion of the Cotton King-
X1c0, a sovereign nation bordering the United States




